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Gable   The triangular wall where roof pitches meet and come to a peak.
Pediment   The triangle of the gable when it is self-contained or protruding.
Gambrel    “ Barn Style Roof” similar to a gable roof with sloped sides and non-sloped sides, except that the sloped  

sides follow two pitches, usually very steep from the eaves to about halfway up where the slope is much lower 
to the ridge.

Flat     A full span of roof area or area atop the ridge of a sloped roof that is nearly flat however, a minimal slope is nec-
essary  
for drainage.

Shed    A single, sloped, roof plane that meets no ridge or hip.
Ridge   The top, horizontal peak of a gable roof where two sloping slides meet.
Hip      A downward and outward sloping junction of the roof where adjacent sloping sides meet like the  

edges of a pyramid.
Valley   An inward sloping junction where two adjacent, sloping sides meet on an inside dormer.
Dormer     A projection of vertical walls through the sloped roof plane with a window and its own roof that ties into the 

main roof of the home. Dormers allow the natural light to enter upper floors or attic spaces.
Chimney   A protective ventilation area for smoke, normally from a fireplace.



EAVES:
THE LOWER PART OF A ROOF PLANE THAT EXTENDS OUTWARD FROM THE  

STRUCTURE AT THE SAME SLOPE AS THE ROOF AND IS GENERALLY FINISHED WITH  
A FASCIA BOARD. SOMETIMES REFERRED TO AS THE ROOF OVERHANG.  

THE EAVE ON A GABLE END IS SOMETIMES REFERRED TO AS A GABLE OVERHANG.
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ROOF VENTS
Roof Vents    Roof ventilation improves a home’s energy efficiency and life span.  Vents help prevent the  

super heating of trapped hot air as well as the condensation and moisture damage of cold air.
Gable Vent   A vent located in the gable area of a wall.
Standard Roof Vent   This type of vent is located on the roof itself.  Sometimes a vented box, panel, or pipe  

in construction.
Ridge Vent   This vent is placed along the roof ridge at the peak of the roof.
Hip Vent   A vent which runs along the sloped ridge of the hip of the roof.

EDGES & ENDS
Rake    The rake is the outer slanting edge of a gable roof end that runs from the ridge to the eave.
Drip Edge    A metal strip edge extending beyond the roof that directs water outward and prevents water  

from curling back over the shingles.
Eave     The overhanging area of the roof that extends beyond the house to keep rainwater away  

from the lower part of the home.
Soffit    Covering the underside of the eave, often vented.
Box End   The end cap to finish off the soffit and fascia wall under the roof’s edge.
Frieze Board   Trim board at the top of a finished wall under the roof’s edge.
Fascia     Decorative and protective horizontal board covering the rafter area below the roof edge;  

often holds the gutters.
Gutter   Collects the water dripping from the roof and carries it away.
Down Spout   The downward tubing or direct the water down from the gutters.
Splash Block    A plate or pan, typically concrete, that receives the fast water from the downspout  

to disperse it more gently and lessen ground erosion.

SPECIALTY AREAS
 
Porch    An open front extension around the entrance of the home, normally covered.
Column   Vertical posts which hold up roof extensions, often covered with decorative features.
Railing    Fencing or barrier with small posts or rails, often around an open part of the house like  

a deck or porch.
Corner Post   The outer corner trim to seal off siding and wall edges.
Foundation   The structural base that the home sits on, normally concrete.
Quoins    Large square stones or stucco trim used as additional, structural support as well  

as decorative accents on exterior corners of buildings.
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Pocket Door    A space saving door style that slides into the wall rather than swinging open into a  
room or hallway.

Sliding Door    A door comprised of two sections, one section is active, sliding over the other section  
when opened.

Bi-fold Door     Usually used for interior closet doors, a bi-fold door is made of two hinged panels that fold to 
one side of the opening.

Bypass Door   Doors that slide by each other, often used as closet doors.
Transom Window  A decorative window that is placed above a door or window transom beam.
Casement Window    A window that is attached to its frame by one or more hinges and are hinged on the outside,  

casement windows swing open outward and are often held open by a casement stay.
Double Hung Window A window with two vertically sliding sashes, both of which can move up or down.

WINDOW EXTERIORS
Trim    Decorative board around the edges of windows and doors.
Header   Larger decorative trim boards and moldings above windows and doors.
Keystone     A central structural stone at the summit of an arch locking it in place or at 

the center of a flat header for more decorative purposes.
Apron    Larger decorative trim boards and moldings below windows
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Threshold  A strip of wood, metal or stone forming the bottom of a doorway.
Stop Jamb  An upright piece or surface forming the side of an opening.
Casing  Pieces of wood trim surrounding a window or door.
Hinge    A moveable joint or mechanism on which a door, some windows, gates, etc. -  

swing as it opens, closes, or connects to other objects.
Stile    Vertical member that frames the edges of the door itself or panels within.  The Hinge Stile  

and Lock Stile are the most notable stiles as nearly every door has them and they connect  
the door itself to the hardware of their namesake.

Lock Bore  A hole drilled into the Lock Stile to receive the lock hardware.
Rail/Cross  Horizontal member that frame the edges of the door or its panels.
Grid/Grille   The system of inner window trim that visually divides the glass. Some are strictly decorative  

and some also provide structure.  Grids are normally rectangular.  Grilles (or grills) often refer  
to more elaborate patterns.

Mullion   A heavy vertical element that forms structure and a division between units  
of a window, panels, or screen, or it is used decoratively.

Transom   A heavy, horizontal element that forms structure and a division between units of a window,  
or other openings.  Can be referred to as a crossbar.

Muntin    A specialized mullion or transom that is much lighter and generally only  
supports its adjacent lites or panels if not just a visual division.

Panel    Usually wooden planes that make up most of the surface of a door.  Surrounded and supported  
by stiles and rails, paneling in doors adds to their structural integrity as well as flexibility during  
temperature or humidity changes.

Windowsill  The bottom horizontal trim member at the base of a window projecting outward.
Lite    Separate glass areas in a window, separated by some sort of grid pattern. Often called  

panes (usually windows) or glass panels (doors and other construction).
Plinth Block   A decorative block of wood often used at the bottom of a door casing where the  

baseboard meets the door.
Egress   Building codes regulate egress windows by establishing a minimum size requirement  

that can be adequately used in a fire escape.
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Stud    Vertical pieces that make up most of a wall’s frame.
King Stud   Full studs that support openings like doors and windows.
Cripple Stud    Partial studs that hold other members up, such as a header necessitated  

by an opening, from above.
Jack Stud   Partial studs that hold other members up, such as an opening, from below.
Bays/Cavities  Open space between framing members, often holds insulation.
Bottom Plate  A horizontal member that acts as a base for securing studs.
Top Plate   A horizontal member for securing studs at their tops.
Cap Plate    A horizontal member that connects a wall’s stud system to a joist system or other  

feature above it.
Base Shoe   Molding used next to the floor on interior base board.
Sheathing    Wall (and roof) sheathing acts as a base layer for more specialized layers of material  

like insulation or vapor barriers, and is usually non-structural, non-insulating, and rarely  
necessary on interior walls.

House Wrap    Helps prevent outside water from entering walls and helps to seal the home from  
outside air entering the home.

Batten    A small rectangular piece of wood positioned vertically to cover the seam of  
adjoining siding boards.

Casing   Pieces of wood trim surrounding a window or door.
Drywall    Wall board or panels (normally 4’ x 8’, 10’, 12’ or 16’) made with a core of Gypsum  

(chalk-like) rock, which covers interior walls and ceilings.
Bearing Wall   Any wall that carries a structural load.
Partition Wall  Any wall that does not carry structural load.
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Beam     A framing member usually significantly larger than other framing members that  
carries roof or floor loads over a certain span.

Flashing     A thin piece of metal typically installed around roof features such as vents chimneys,  
valleys, etc. to prevent water from penetrating into the home.  This material is also  
used on windows and doors.

Subfloor   A rough base layer that acts as a foundation for the floor itself.
Underlayment  A layer between a subfloor and a finished floor that facilitates leveling and adhesion.
Girder Truss   A truss that supports other trusses that are perpendicular to it.
Joist     A horizontal framing member usually spaced at a regular interval and used to support  

a floor or ceiling.
Purlin     Horizontal, structural, roof members that span the length of the roof consolidating  

its framework.
Rafter   Internal beams extending from the eaves to the peak of a roof and constituting its framework.
Birdsmount   A notch that is cut out of a rafter where it rests on a bearing wall.
Rim Joist   A joist at the outer edge of a floor platform to which the floor joist ends meet perpendicularly.
Blocking   A short horizontal framing member that joins joists.
Truss      An engineered framing member used for bridging spans and supporting loads like  

a roof or floor.  Trusses are generally triangular with cross members or webbing on the inside.
Ridge Board     A ridge board is a non-structural member that serves as a prop for opposing rafters to rest  

against and connect to.  Generally, for steeper roofs.
Collar Beam    A horizontal member between two rafters, often located in the top third of rafter, to prevent  

the rafter from bending in, to prevent the roof ridge from separating, or simply to support a  
ceiling from above.  Often called collar tie as it is a type of tension tie.

Rafter Tie   A horizontal member and type of tension tie between two rafters, often located at the lower  
    third of the rafters, resisting outward thrusts of roof loads.
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Foundation    The supporting portion of a structure below the first-floor construction, or below grade,  
including the footings.

Pier Foundation  Piers are created by filled drilled holes in the ground with concrete, reinforced with steel.
Footing    A footing supports foundation or bearing walls carrying the weight of upper floors, roof  

structures, etc.  A footing is generally wider than the foundation or bearing wall and constructed 
on undisturbed soil to achieve maximum stability.  Footings run continuously under all bearing 
and foundation walls.

Grout     A wet mixture of cement, sand and water that flows into masonry or ceramic crevices to  
seal the cracks between the different pieces.

Pad     Rectangular, square or sometimes circular cement ‘pads’ that support localized single-point  
loads such as structural columns, groups of columns or framed structures.  This load is then 
spread by the pad to the bearing layer of soil or rock below. Pad foundations can be used to  
support ground beams.

Rebar     A reinforcing bar or mesh of steel meant to aid the structure of concrete under tension.   
Concrete is strong under compression, but has weak tensile strength.

Crawl Space   An area of limited height under a floor or roof, giving access to wiring and plumbing.
Areaway   A sunken, sometimes covered, or enclosed, space providing access to a basement.
Breezeway    A roofed, sometimes raised passageway, typically connecting buildings such as  

a garage to a house. 
Drainpipe   A perforated pipe that runs along the perimeter of the foundation to ensure proper drainage.
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CATHEDRAL CEILING:
A CEILING WHICH FOLLOWS  

THE UNDERSIDE OF THE ROOF  
OR RAFTERS CREATING A  

SLOPED SURFACE.
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CHAIR RAIL:
TRADITIONALLY USED TO PROTECT THE WALLS 
FROM CHAIR BACKS. CHAIR RAIL IS A MOLDING  

THAT TYPICALLY GOES AROUND THE PERIMETER 
OF THE ROOM AT THE CHAIR BACK HEIGHT.  

THIS STYLE OF TRIM WORK IS PARTICULARLY 
POPULAR IN COLONIAL, GEORGIAN AND  

TRADITIONAL HOMES.

COFFERED CEILING:
A COFFERED CEILING GENERALLY FOLLOWS THE UNDERSIDE OF THE ROOF PLANES  

UP TO A SPECIFIC HEIGHT WHERE THE CEILING IS THEN FLATTENED.
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CROWN MOLDING:
A DECORATIVE MOLDING PLACED  

AT THE JOINT OF A CEILING AND WALL 
 SURFACE. CROWN MOLDING OR CROWN  

TRIM WORK WILL ENHANCE THE STYLE  
AND ATTRACTIVENESS OF MOST  
TRADITIONALLY-STYLED ROOMS.

DROPPED CEILING:
A DROPPED CEILING IS CREATED  

BY CONSTRUCTING A CEILING PLANE LOWER  
THAN THE ACTUAL CEILING HEIGHT. A DROPPED  

CEILING IS SOMETIMES USED TO COVER  
MECHANICAL SYSTEMS OR JUST TO PROVIDE 

A DIFFERENT CEILING TREATMENT.

DRYWALL:
WALLBOARD OR GYPSUM – NORMALLY 4’ X 8’, 10’, 12’ OR 16’, MADE WITH  

A CORE OF GYPSUM (CHALK-LIKE) ROCK, WHICH COVERS INTERIOR WALLS AND CEILINGS.

DUCTS:
USUALLY ROUND OR RECTANGULAR METAL PIPES INSTALLED FOR DISTRIBUTING WARM  

(OR COLD) AIR FROM THE FURNACE TO ROOMS IN THE HOME.
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FIXTURES:
ANY ELECTRICAL, HVAC OR PLUMBING 

APPLIANCE THAT IS ATTACHED TO
 THE STRUCTURE. (I.E. SINK, TUB,
 WATER HEATER, FURNACE, ETC)

GF C I:
GROUND FAULT CIRCUIT INTERRUPTER – AN ULTRA-SENSITIVE PLUG DESIGNED TO SHUT OFF ALL 
 ELECTRIC CURRENT. USED IN BATHROOMS, KITCHEN, EXTERIOR WATERPROOF OUTLETS, GARAGE  

OUTLETS AND “WET AREAS”. HAS A SMALL RESET BUTTON ON THE PLUG. 
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JOINING SECTIONS WITH RAILING AND BALUSTERS.
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HEARTH:
A PLATFORM AT FLOOR LEVEL THAT  
EXTENDS IN FRONT OF A FIREPLACE.

THIS SURFACE CAN BE RAISED BUT  
IS THEN GENERALLY REFERRED AS A

“RAISED HEARTH”.

LANDING:
A LEVEL PLATFORM THAT IS BETWEEN  

TWO SECTIONS OF STAIRS.

KNEE WALL:
A SHORT WALL ON AN UPPER FLOOR THAT IS  

NOT REGULAR HEIGHT BECAUSE A ROOF PLANE  
EXTENDS THROUGH IT’S SURFACE AT A LOWER POINT. 

 IT IS USUALLY PARALLEL TO EXTERIOR WALLS  
BUT IN SEVERAL FEET FROM THE OUTER SURFACE.  

IT IS NOT UNCOMMON TO FIND KNEE WALLS  
IN HOUSE PLANS WITH BONUS ROOM LAYOUTS.

HVAC:
HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING AND

VENTILATION EQUIPMENT. HEAT PUMP:
THE MECHANICAL DEVICE THAT USES THE  

COMPRESSION AND DECOMPRESSION OF GAS TO  
HEAT OR COOL YOUR HOME.
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RAFTERS:
AN INCLINED FRAMED ROOF MEMBER
EXTENDING FROM THE EAVE TO RIDGE  

OF THE HOME. THE RAFTERS SUPPORT THE  
EXTERIOR ROOF SURFACE AND SNOW LOAD.

REGISTER:
A GRILL PLACED  
OVER A HEATING  
DUCT OR COLD  

AIR RETURN.

PILLAR:
A POST OR NEWEL THAT EXTENDS TO THE CEILING HEIGHT.

SLIDING DOOR:
A DOOR COMPRISED OF TWO SECTIONS.  

ONE SECTION IS ACTIVE SLIDING OVER THE  
OTHER SECTION WHEN OPENED. IN MOST 

CASES REFERRED AS A “BARN DOOR”. 

COLD AIR RETURN:
THE DUCT WORK (AND RELATED GRILLS) 

 THAT CARRIES ROOM AIR BACK 
 TO THE FURNACE FOR REHEATING.



INTERIOR
SLIDING DOOR

EXTERIOR
SLIDING DOOR

MULTIPLE REGISTERS  
IN OWNER’S SUITE
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STAIR RISERS:
THE VERTICAL FACE OF  
A STEP IN A STAIRCASE.

STRINGER:
THE ANGLE MEMBER OF A STAIR

SECTION THAT SUPPORT THE RISERS
AND TREADS.

FLOATING STAIRS OR OPEN  
RISER STAIRCASES PROVIDE A  

MINIMALIST LOOK REMOVING THE RISERS  
LEAVING OPEN SPACE BETWEEN EACH STEP.
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WALL CABINET:
A WALL CABINET IS SOMETIMES CALLED AN  

OVERHEAD CABINET. WALL CABINETS ARE TYPICALLY  
HUNG ON THE WALL ABOVE A BASE CABINET AND  

DO NOT HAVE A TOE KICK OR COUNTERTOP. DECORATIVE
MOLDING CAN BE ADDED TO THE TOPS OF WALL  

CABINETS TO FINISH THEIR APPEARANCE.

CABINET SOFFIT:
A BOXED AREA USUALLY BUILT  
ABOVE THE CABINETS TO FILL  

IN THE GAP BETWEEN THE  
CABINET TOP AND THE CEILING. 

CABINET STILE: A VERTICAL FACE FRAME MEMBER OF A CABINET BETWEEN TWO DOORS. 

WINDOW SILL:
THE BOTTOM HORIZONTAL

TRIM MEMBER AT THE  
BASE OF A WINDOW  

PROJECTING OUTWARD.
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